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The Suffrage Movement

In July 1848, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Lucretia
Mott organized the first women'’s rights convention
in Seneca Falls, New York. Stanton proposed to the
delegates that their first priority should be getting
women the right to vote. The movement for women'’s
voting - rights became known as the suffrage
movement. Suffrage is the right to vote.

Woman suffrage was an important issue for pro-
gressives. Although the suffrage movement began well
before progressivism emerged, many progressives
joined the movement in the late 1800s and early 1900s.

‘Mayor aryoutpolicy. e

Source: The World Book Encyclopedia. :
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Early Problems The suffrage movement got off toa
slow start. Women suffragists were accused of being
unfeminine and immoral. Several were physically
attacked. The movement also remained weak
because many of its supporters were abolitionists as
well. In the years before the Civil War, they preferred
to concentrate on abolishing slavery.

After the Civil War, the Republicans in Congress
introduced the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments
to the Constitution to protect the voting rights of
African Americans. Several leaders of the woman suf-
frage movement had wanted these amendments
worded to give women the right to vote as well. They
were bitterly disappointedhwhen Republicans refused.

The debate over the Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Amendments split the suffrage movement into two
groups: the National Woman Suffrage,Association,
led by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony,
and the American Woman Suffrage Association, led
by Lucy Stone and Julia Ward Howe. The first group

ights thar

TAnthony

*
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wanted to focus on passing a constitutional ame,,
ment allowing woman suffrage. The second gy,
believed that the best strategy was to convince g, ;
governments to give women the right to vote be fOr':t
trying to amend the Constitution. »
This split reduced the movement’s effectiveness, 1
1878 a_constitutional amendment granting Womay :
suffrage was introduced in Congress, but it faileq ‘,'[0 g :

;B

pass. Few state governments granted women the rig 4
to vote either. By 1900 only Wyoming, Idaho, Uty
and Colorado had granted women full voting rights

The Movement Builds Support In 1890 the tyg
groups united to form the National American WOmafi’
Suffrage Association (NAWSA). The movement Sl
did not make signi?icant gains, however, until aboull
1910. Part of the problem was convincing women tg:
become politically active. As the Progressive mové’g
ment began, however, many middle-class women CQn;
cluded that they needed the vote to promote social
reforms they favored. Many workings
class women also wanted the vote tg
ensure passage of labor laws protecting
women. _ 3

As the suffrage movement grew,
members began lobbying lawmake
organizing marches, and delivering
speeches on street corners. By fhe
end of 1912, Washington, Oregt
California, Arizona, and Kansas hi
granted women full voting rights. Or
March 3, 1913, the day befo;
President Wilson’s inauguration, sui
fragists marched in Washington, D-
to draw attention to their cause.

Alice Paul, a Quaker social Worké
who headed NAWSA's congressional
committee, had organized the
Washington march. Paul wanted t0;
use protests to force President Wilsor!
to take action on suffrage. Her activh ;
ties alarmed other members
NAWSA who wanted to negotia
with Wilson. Paul left NAWSA ant
formed the National Woman’s PAr
Her supporters picketed the White
House, blocked sidewalks, chaine
themselves to lampposts, and went
on hunger strikes if arrested.

In 1915 Carrie Chapman Catt
became NAWSA's leader. Catt devel
oped what she called her “Winning
Plan” to mobilize the suffrag®

d



ovement nation-wide in one final push to gain vot-
g rights. She also threw NAWSA's support behind
ilson in the 1916 election. Although Wilson did not
ndorse a woman suffrage amendment, he sup-
orted the Democratic Party’s call for states to give
women the vote. '

The Nineteenth Amendment As more states
granted women the right to vote, Congress began to
favor a constitutional amendment. In 1918 the House
of Representatives passed a woman suffrage amend-
ment. Wilson then addressed the Senate, asking it to
vote for the amendment. Despite his efforts, the
amendment failed to pass by two votes.

During the midterm elections of 1918, Catt used
NAWSA'’s resources to defeat two anti-suffrage sena-
tors. The following year, in June 1919, the Senate
finally passed the Nineteenth Amendment by just
more than the two-thirds vote needed. On August 26,
1920, after three-fourths of the states had voted to rat-
ify it, the Nineteenth Amendment guaranteeing
Women the right to vote went into effect.

ERERRVIETTY Evaluating How successful were
Women in lobbying to achieve passage of the Nineteenth
Amendment?

1. Interpreting Maps Which region led the way in grant-
ing woman suffrage? .

2. Applying Geography Skills Based on the map, what

region would you suggest had the least amount of

campaigning for woman suffrage?
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